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Neighbourhoods for a Sustainable Vancouver 
 

 

 

July 7, 2011                                                                                                    

 
 
City of Vancouver  
453 West 12 Avenue  
Vancouver, B.C. V5Y 1V4 
 

Attention:  Andrew Pask, Community Planning 

Dear Mr. Pask, 

 
Re: Community Planning  
  
On Saturday May 7, 2011, the Planning Department held a workshop on the planning process for 
the future community plans of potentially three neighbourhoods. Neighbourhoods for a Sustainable 
Vancouver (NSV) was not invited to the workshop but a number of our network participated. We 
would appreciate if NSV was removed from your list of "participating organizations" since we were 
not officially represented at the workshop nor do we endorse the process or outcomes. 

We have the following comments and concerns about the process to date. 

Initially the workshop was to be for the neighbourhoods under consideration for planning of 
Grandview Woodland, West End, Marpole, Fairview and Kitsilano, with City invitations extended to 
representatives of those neighbourhoods. Then it was expanded to include representatives of other 
neighbourhoods that recently completed community planning processes for their input based on 
their experiences. Then it was expanded to representatives of other neighbourhood groups, 
advocacy groups, business groups, TransLink, the Urban Development Institute, the Economic 
Development Commission, and others by invitation. (We note that Kitsilano had no neighbourhood 
groups in attendance, even though they are under consideration for planning.) 

If NSV had been invited, we would have been able to circulate the notice to our network. Since that 
did not happen, and as an afterthought the workshop was expanded to a “citywide" context in a 
haphazard manner, many important neighbourhood group voices were not represented. Given that 
many neighbourhood groups were not included, the results from the workshop cannot be said to 
"represent citywide views." 
 

The Mount Pleasant planning principles and process were used as the base model for the 
workshop. Although there are mixed opinions about how successful the Mount Pleasant process 
was, the departure from the CityPlan Terms of Reference are a concern.  

CityPlan Terms of Reference:  http://vancouver.ca/commsvcs/planning/cityplan/termsre.htm 
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Prior to the last Civic election in November 2008, Vision Vancouver and COPE made the following 
commitment in a response to a candidate survey by NSV. 

Neighbourhood Based Planning 

The CityPlan Community Visions process was initiated as a long-range planning initiative 
that would guide Vancouver's development into the new century as an ecologically 
sustainable "City of Neighbourhoods". Community-based planning ensures that core 
CityPlan sustainability principles, including densification, are embraced and implemented in 
a way that promotes and preserves the distinct qualities and character of individual 
neighbourhoods. The consultation phase of the CityPlan process is only now being 
completed in the single-family neighbourhoods. Other neighbourhoods have local area 
plans or would like to also go through a CityPlan visioning process. The implementation of 
Community Visions is well underway. The CityPlan Vision process represents twelve years 
of planning and neighbourhood community resources to date. 

4. Do you support CityPlan and related neighbourhood-based Community Visioning as the 
primary basis for future planning in Vancouver neighbourhoods?  

Vision Vancouver's Response: Yes 

Comments: We need to do a better job of integrating other city reports with the CityPlan 
process. 

The Mount Pleasant planning process differed from CityPlan in a number of key ways and should 
therefore not be used as the model for future planning. CityPlan included the use of surveys to 
measure the level of community support of various options. CityPlan did not include comments 
from developers shown as coming from the community, , like the Mount Pleasant process did, that 
led to the 26- storey Rize Alliance proposal at Broadway and Kingsway (now reduced to 19).  

We would therefore suggest that the CityPlan Terms of Reference should be the reference point 
for future community planning. Further, to insure a fair process, we would propose that the 
following be included: 

1. Each neighbourhood should be able to determine if it wants a new plan, wants to stay with their 
existing plan, or what specific areas of their existing plan that it wishes the planning process to 
address. 

2. Provide addressed mail letters to every resident (based on the voters list) and every property 
owner in the neighbourhood, in advance of any planning process starting, to advise those people 
that the process could lead to rezoning of the area, and how they could be involved in the process. 
This information should also be prominently displayed on community notice boards (e.g. libraries, 
community centres, at transit stations), and updated throughout the process.  

3. Provide addressed mail surveys to every resident in the area (based on the voters list) and 
property owner in the neighbourhood. The surveys should allow feedback to transparently reflect 
support for various options. The surveys should be prepared by the community consistent with the 
CityPlan Terms of Reference.  

4. The existing Local Area Plan and planning policies should remain as the base for future 
planning; and should remain in full force and effect until it is confirmed through surveys that there is 
substantial community support for specific changes related to new policies; and until any changes 
are approved by Council. 

Sincerely, 

 
On behalf of the Steering Committee  
Neighbourhoods for a Sustainable Vancouver  

Group contact email: nsvancouver@hotmail.com 


