
Engaging Communities: 
Shifting focus from building to urban scale

Engaging Communities aims to understand the processes that could break the current nexus 
between growth, development and community opinion by providing evidence based research 
on successful community participation and engagement strategies from Seattle, Vancouver and 
Chicago.

Community cynicism around planning and development is high yet it has been recognized that 
engagement in this process is vital if the city is to progress past the current stalemate between 
development, service expectations and public acceptability of change (A New Planning System 
for NSW: Green Paper). As the political will builds towards a community-focused strategic 
planning approach the questions arise; who do you engage? When do you engage them? How 
are collective decisions made? How do you maintain momentum over time? The Grattan Institute 
concluded, “Changing structures does not in itself result in success” (Cities; Who Decides? 2010). 

Through examining the successes and failures from community participation programs in Seattle, 
Vancouver and Chicago Engaging Communities hopes to understand processes that can be 
successfully transferred in Sydney to break this stalemate and help to create more engaged 
communities.

Vancouver

Vancouver is regularly touted as the panacea to Sydney’s planning challenges; the evolution 
of your city over time is of particular relevance to Sydney. Due to the long time frames that 
are inherent in planning and developing a place, it is your long association with community 
engagement and community building from which I believe we can benefit the most.  

I am seeking to connect, meet and engage with those who have been involved in the planning of 
Vancouver in recent decades. I am looking for individuals from all backgrounds; planners, elected 
representatives, facilitators, developers, community members, architects, Council employees, 
academics, anyone who has contributed to the process.

While in Vancouver I am seeking to identify, visit and document the areas of the city that have 
benefitted most from community planning initiatives; discovering the evidence of success is a key 
element of this project; recommendations are gratefully received.

I will be in Vancouver from Saturday June 15 until Friday 28 June 2013.

Contact:
Andy Marlow
+61 406 75 45 33
andy.marlow@cox.com.au
andymarlowsydney@yahoo.com.au
Skype: andymarlowsydney

This project is partly funded through a Byera Hadley Travelling Scholarship, awarded and administered by the Architects Registration 
Board of NSW.


