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 � Long-time Vancouver volunteer 

 � Passionate community advocate for youth sports, recreation, 
culture, land use, transportation and great public spaces 

 � Member of 2011 Grey Cup committee and the Vancouver 
125 committee 

 � Avid gardener and cyclist 

 � Lawyer and former BC Crown Prosecutor

 � Former CUSO mathematics Teacher in Africa 

 � Vancouver City Councillor (2005-2011)

 � Vancouver Park Board Commissioner (2002-2005) 

 � Vancouver Director for the Federation of Canadian Municipalities 
(2005-2008)

 � Vice-chair of the Federation of Canadian Municipalities 
Committee to Increase Women’s Participation in Municipal 
Government 

 � Former Metro Vancouver Director and member of the Waste 
Management Committee, Land Use and Transportation 
Committee and UBC/Metro Vancouver joint committee 

 � Former Translink Board and Audit Committee member

Suzanne Anton

“ The key to success for any 

good elected official, is never 

stop listening to the voters you 

are elected to serve.”
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Over the summer and fall, we have been listening to residents and business 
owners at doorsteps, neighbourhood roundtables, public meetings and 
telephone town halls. It is clear voters are looking for a positive alternative 
to Gregor Robertson, Vision Vancouver and COPE. 

Our NPA Team of City Council, Park and School Board candidates are running 
to bring Common Sense back to municipal government. We’re committed to 
putting taxpayers first and providing the leadership Vancouver needs to regain 
our influence in the region and make our city more affordable.

This Common Sense plan reflects your priorities and sets out an ambitious 
agenda that responds to the growing call for leadership at City Hall. It includes:

 � a Neighbourhoods Agenda to celebrate Vancouver’s diversity. It will 
expand our public recreation and cultural facilities and improve the way 
City Hall engages citizens on important decisions;

 � a Prosperity Agenda focused on housing affordability, fiscal responsibility 
and job-creation;

 � an Accountability Accord that puts taxpayers ahead of special interests.

Our plan also includes direct measures to: 

 � re-establish Vancouver’s Downtown Streetcar Line;

 � expand St. Paul’s Hospital at its current location;

 � establish South Vancouver Seniors Centre;

 � support the creation of a new Vancouver Art Gallery and 
Cultural Endowment Fund.

Vision Vancouver and COPE are holding back our city’s social and economic 
prosperity. This election is about turning that around. In November, you can 
choose an NPA Team and a Common Sense platform that delivers leadership, 
and respect for taxpayers. 

Message to Voters
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Neighbourhoods
The extensive neighbourhood listening sessions over the past five months 
helped to prepare our NPA platform and are a demonstration of how we will 
govern. Our consultation process has no expiry date and we will maintain this 
approach after the November election.

Citizen Engagement

To level the playing field for individual taxpayers and improve the quality of 
Vancouver’s consultation process, Suzanne Anton and the NPA Team will:

 � host at least six telephone town hall meetings a year with Mayor and 
Councillors to discuss neighbourhood issues;

 � host pre-budget meetings with Mayor and Councillors in Vancouver 
neighbourhoods and make budget documents much more comprehensive;

 � create an independent Office of Neighbourhood Engagement at City Hall to: 

•	ensure basic consultative standards are established for developers 
and city planners;

•	restore staff and funding for the Neighbourhood Visioning 
Implementation Teams and replicate them for all of Vancouver;

•	make city information and planning data more accessible to the public;

•	establish an advisory group of neighbourhood association leaders to 
monitor the effectiveness of the new office;

 � support the West End, Grandview Woodlands and Marpole planning 
processes;

 � re-open Hastings Park masterplan to consider governance and the option 
of establishing a community centre in the park;

 � invest in major planning and consultation opportunities at Oakridge, 
along Cambie Street and SW Marine;

 � establish “Facebook Walls” to alert citizens of topics to be discussed 
at City Council;

 � allow 24/7 registration for participation in City Council proceedings 
through 311.

“ Vision’s disdain for the many 

people who live, work and do 

business in Vancouver who hold 

differing views and its disinterest 

in considering alternative ideas 

that could lead to better, more 

popular policies is a terrible shame 

for Vancouver. From the HEAT 

homeless shelters, to the West 

End STIR fiasco, to the bike lanes, 

to the obsessive Green agenda, 

the mayor and his party have 

shown a disturbing inability to 

consider other views.”

— The Province newspaper, 
October 2010

Neighbourhoods

Suzanne Anton, 
For Mayor

George Affleck
City Council

Elizabeth Ball
City Council

Sean Bickerton
City Council

Joe Carangi
City Council

Ken Charko
City Council
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Transportation

Our NPA Team will bring balance and fairness back to Vancouver’s 
transportation policy.

Transit

Suzanne Anton and the NPA Team will:

 � re-establish Vancouver’s Streetcar Line to connect residents, customers 
and tourists from Granville Island, the Olympic Village and Science World 
to Chinatown, Waterfront Station and the region’s rapid transit network;

 � establish and maintain the UBC Line as Metro Vancouver’s top rapid 
transit funding priority following the Evergreen Line;

 � support on-going improvements to the 99-B Line — including temporary 
shelter for line-ups at Broadway and Commercial exchange.

“ The Downtown Streetcar 

represents an important 

connection between our city’s past 

and Vancouver’s future prosperity. 

By connecting Gastown and 

Chinatown to Waterfront Station 

and the Olympic Village, it will 

connect our city’s newest and 

oldest neighbourhoods.”

— Suzanne Anton, NPA Candidate 
for Mayor

Neighbourhoods

Figure 8.2-2 Streetcar System at Science World 

Re-Establishing Vancouver’s Historic Downtown Streetcar

In her first 60 days as Mayor, Suzanne Anton 

will initiate a request for expressions of interest 

to potential private sector partners to accelerate 

the development of Vancouver’s Downtown 

Streetcar Line.

She will also begin working with federal 

Ministers, officials and MPs from all parties 

to develop a landmark Canada/Vancouver 

collaboration connecting two of the federal 

government’s most significant Vancouver 

properties via the Streetcar (Granville Island 

and Canada Place). 

A 2005 City of Vancouver report concluded the Streetcar 
will more than pay for itself within five years of operation. 
It’s estimated 13,000 people would use the service each 
day with annual revenues estimated to exceed $4.5 million 
within six years.
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Cycling

Vancouver’s NPA has a strong history of creating hundreds of kilometers 
of bike lanes without any controversy. Suzanne Anton will restore the NPA’s 
collaborative approach and support:

 � expansion of local cycling infrastructure across Vancouver—including bridge 
connection from Central Valley Greenway to False Creek Flats, completion 
of Kent Street bikeway and rebuilding the BC Parkway route; 

 � independent review of downtown separated bike lane trials;

 � immediate moratorium on new separated bike lanes downtown to repair 
strained relations between cyclists, drivers and business owners;

 � expand bike rental opportunities in Vancouver parks.

Pedestrians

Suzanne Anton and the NPA Team will:

 � replace uneven sidewalks;

 � review truck traffic and pedestrian safety issues in East Vancouver 
neighbourhoods around Port Metro Vancouver;  

 � expand traffic calming measures near schools and family zones;

 � support “Walk to School” programs;

 � create an Independent Pedestrian Advisory Committee to provide 
meaningful input on pedestrian issues and Vancouver’s capital plan—
particularly as it relates to accessibility for seniors and people with 
disabilities.

Automobiles

Suzanne Anton and the NPA Team will:

 � support capital plan investments to improve Vancouver’s roads and repave 
local streets;

 � allow Vancouver taxis to use designated bus lanes at specified locations;

 � update monitoring of safety and structural deterioration of Vancouver bridges;

 � maintain the Georgia and Dunsmuir Street viaducts.

Neighbourhoods

Mike Klassen
City Council

Jason Lamarche
City Council

Francis Wong
City Council

Bill McCreery
City Council

Bill Yuen
City Council

Suzanne Anton, 
For Mayor
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Neighbourhoods

Healthy City

While health care is a provincial jurisdiction, our NPA Team believes protecting 
and promoting the health of residents is the responsibility of all of us. Our plan 
includes measures to help make Vancouver a healthier city. The NPA team will: 

 � invest directly in accessible community sports, recreation, pedestrian 
and cycling infrastructure;

 � protect the future of Vancouver’s critical acute care and health research 
infrastructure; 

 � rebuild Vancouver’s Four Pillars strategy to help those with drug addiction 
and mental illness;

 � improve how the City of Vancouver is preparing to meet the changing 
demands of an aging society.

Seniors

Suzanne Anton and the NPA Team will:

 � establish Mayor’s Task Force on Seniors Living in Vancouver; 

 � support construction of a new South Vancouver Seniors Centre; 

 � support capital plan investments to improve pedestrian safety and 
infrastructure for seniors;

 � prioritize seniors housing initiatives through the development 
permit process;

 � support improvements to specialized transit services at Translink;

 � encourage expansion of intergenerational programs that connect seniors 
and youth through the Vancouver School Board;

 � facilitate city services and planning policies to allow seniors to continue 
living independently for as long as possible, including through co-operative 
shared living facilities;

 � assist Veterans organisations by providing property tax relief and support 
development of business plans for their sites across the city.

“ Healthy Parks. 

Healthy Families. 

Healthy City.”

— Suzanne Anton, 
2002 Park Board  
campaign slogan
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Neighbourhoods

Healthy City

Health Care Infrastructure

Suzanne Anton and the NPA will:

 � prioritize health care and local research facilities in Vancouver’s economic 
development plan;

 � lift height restrictions on St. Paul’s hospital to facilitate more efficient 
expansion plans on the existing site, save millions of dollars and keep 
St. Paul’s health services in Vancouver;

 � host annual roundtable meetings with Vancouver hospital and health 
agency officials to review collaborative opportunities and emerging 
challenges;

 � ensure health care providers in Broadway corridor are integrated into 
planning for the UBC Rapid Transit line.

Childcare

The NPA’s improvements to childcare design guidelines in 2008 have increased 
opportunities for working families.

However, more needs to be done. An NPA City Council will set a target of 
creating 500 new childcare spaces over the next three years and focus on 
neighbourhoods with the greatest need.

Parks and Schools

After years of cuts and poor management under Vision Vancouver, an 
NPA City Council will strengthen the Vancouver Park Board and improve 
co-ordination with the Vancouver School Board. Among other things, 
NPA Park and School Board candidates will promote:

 � Park Board independence;

 � innovative models to fund new schools in growing neighbourhoods—
including Athletes Village and Fraser Lands.
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Neighbourhoods

Community Sports and Recreation Facilities

Suzanne Anton and the NPA will:

 � support improvements to False Creek and Jericho facilities for 
non-powered water sports; 

 � create outdoor fitness stops along water front greenways;

 � rebuild failing swimming pools;

 � support re-development of sports/recreation hubs in Britannia 
and Kerrisdale; 

 � maximize use of schools to better serve community recreation, 
fitness and health needs;

 � establish recreation and community centre infrastructure as priority 
in next capital plan. 

Community Safety

Suzanne Anton and the NPA Team will:

 � develop a 15 year program for fire hall renewal and restore 20 firefighter 
positions cut by Vision Vancouver;

 � advocate for establishment of regional Metro Vancouver Police Force;

 � support expansion of community police services;

 � create an all-party City Council Committee to review Vancouver’s 
emergency preparedness planning and recommend improvements; 

 � work with federal and provincial governments to ensure the new 
RCMP contract for BC supports the Vancouver Police Department’s 
comprehensive efforts to fight organized crime.

Inclusion

To celebrate Vancouver’s diverse communities, Suzanne Anton and 
the NPA will:

 � create the Mayor’s Youth Council of high school student presidents  
to increase participation in municipal government;

 � designate annual Chinese New Year, Vaisakhi and Pride Parades as 
official Civic Events;

 � update City events and special area designation policies;

 � increase support for community events and neighbourhoods that 
celebrate Vancouver’s diversity.

“ A passion for promoting youth 

participation in soccer and local 

sports programs got me involved 

in politics and the Park Board in 

2002.  I will be a champion in the 

Mayor’s office for more fitness and 

recreation facilities in Vancouver.”

— Suzanne Anton, NPA Candidate 
for Mayor
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Prosperity

Prosperity Agenda
In addition to reflecting the priorities job-creators have identified for us, the 
NPA economic strategy fills a leadership vacuum that has left Vancouver 
less influential in the region, less affordable for low and middle-income 
families and more secretive about how municipal tax dollars are being spent. 
Suzanne Anton’s economic Prosperity Agenda for Vancouver is focused on:

 � fiscal responsibility;

 � housing affordability;

 � economic development and job creation.

Fiscal Responsibility

Suzanne Anton and her NPA Team will introduce fiscal measures that put 
taxpayers first and re-establish a foundation for Vancouver’s future prosperity. 
These include:

 � Property Tax Relief 
Vancouver City Hall regularly runs annual budget surpluses. 
Gregor Robertson inherited a $15 million surplus from the NPA in 
2008. An NPA City Council will return these annual surpluses to 
property taxpayers. 

 � Spending Cap 
In 2011, the City of Vancouver is expected to spend over $1.03 billion 
—a $135 million increase since 2008. An NPA City Council will cap new 
spending to the rate of inflation and population growth.

 � Fair Taxes for Vancouver Businesses 
Vancouver City Council has been implementing a one per cent 
redistribution of the municipal tax levy from non-residential to residential 
properties since the previous NPA administration introduced the plan in 
2006. An NPA City Council will extend this policy beyond the current 
2012 expiry date to help small business prosper.

 � Spending Priorities 
The NPA will cut over $1 million of misguided Vision Vancouver 
pet-projects.

“ By returning surplus tax dollars 

to residents, eliminating wasteful 

spending, establishing a municipal 

spending cap and making our tax 

system fairer for small businesses, 

our NPA Team is reflecting 

feedback and suggestions we have 

been hearing from job creators and 

taxpayers across Vancouver.”

— Suzanne Anton, NPA Candidate 
for Mayor, September 2011

An NPA City Council will end 
Vision Vancouver spending 
priorities:

 � Water meter program

 � Furnace rebate scheme

 � Georgia Street Viaduct Study

 � Budget Freeze 
—Mayor’s Office, 
City Councillors, City Manager, 
International travel

“ Water meters won’t save water 

and will cost $45 million to fully 

implement. The most effective 

policies for water conservation 

are public awareness and 

education.”

— Suzanne Anton, NPA Candidate 
for Mayor, September 2011
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Prosperity

“ We have not produced a 

solution to the housing crisis…”

— Vision Vancouver City Councillor 
Geoff Meggs, July 2011

“ Over the past three years, 

housing affordability got worse—

not better. Voters are increasingly 

worried that Gregor Robertson’s 

Vancouver is a city for the very rich 

or very poor. They wonder why a 

new generation has to consider 

leaving their home town to find an 

affordable place to rent or buy 

a home.”

— Suzanne Anton, NPA Candidate 
for Mayor

Affordable Housing

One of the largest threats to Vancouver’s economic prosperity is housing 
affordability. While there is no single, magic answer to our housing crisis, all 
agree strong leadership is required to make City Hall part of the solution—not 
the problem.

To help improve the affordability of housing in Vancouver, Suzanne Anton 
and the NPA Team will:

Cut Red Tape

 � within 90 days, appoint a Red Tape Commissioner to reduce costly 
permit delays and speed up housing supply;

 � deliver predictable development charges;

 � expand use of certified professionals;

 � simplify development approval process along transit corridors and in 
neighbourhood centres through zoning policy; 

 � reduce parking requirements on developments close to transit routes;

 � accelerate seniors housing opportunities.

Increase Housing Supply and Diversity

 � ensure major developments include a supply of family housing;

 � allow more town-home opportunities;

 � improve laneway housing standards and guidelines;

 � encourage development of purpose-built rental housing buildings;

 � fast-track development of delayed supportive housing sites—approved 
in 2007 and only partially completed.
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Prosperity

Economic Development and Job Creation
Suzanne Anton and the NPA’s economic development plan is focused 
on job creating sectors, government collaboration and small business 
development.

Job Creating Sectors 
To promote Vancouver as Canada’s gateway to the Asia/Pacific, an 
NPA City Council will:

 � establish a Vancouver Investment and Trade Authority;

 � create an Asia/Pacific Council;

 � oppose a job-killing container tax.

An NPA City Council will establish Industry Councils to develop collaborations, 
monitor trends and identify partnership opportunities in traditional job-creating 
sectors. The following councils will be Co-Chaired by the Mayor and meet 
twice a year:

 � Tourism;

 � Financial Institutions;

 � Real Estate and Development;

 � Natural Resources;

 � Transportation;

 � Digital Technology, digital film and creative sector;

 � Health Care.

Arts, Culture and Film
Supporting arts and culture is critical to Vancouver’s future prosperity. Our 
ambitious plans reflect Vancouver’s stature as an exciting and diverse city full 
of artists, writers and entertainers. Suzanne Anton and the NPA Team will:

 � award the Vancouver Art Gallery development rights on the entire 
Cambie Street grounds to create a world-class art gallery downtown, 
achieve a revenue-generating endowment and repay $40 million to the 
City of Vancouver;

 � create a Vancouver Arts and Culture Infrastructure Financing Fund through 
community amenity contributions (CACs) to support capital investments 
in local facilities including the Museum of Vancouver, Maritime Museum, 
proposed Concert Hall and other cultural facilities;

 � create a Vancouver Arts and Culture Endowment Fund through CACs to 
support ongoing operating costs;

 � partner with interested agencies to develop a strategic cultural tourism 
plan to create a decade of growth in Vancouver’s arts, tourism and 
entertainment sectors;

 � continue long-established arts and culture grant programs at City Hall;

 � expand scope and staff of the Vancouver Film Office to encompass new 
programs, cut red tape and ensure Vancouver remains a primary place to 
create and produce films.

“ Thanks to decades of NPA 

leadership, Vancouver is already 

a world leader when it comes to 

being a green and environmentally 

sustainable city. Our NPA Team 

will build on that legacy.”

— Suzanne Anton, NPA Candidate 
for Mayor

An NPA City Council will support a 

world class “Smart City” initiative 

with our universities and colleges 

to promote Vancouver as a safe 

and effective place for innovation 

investment.
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Prosperity

Government Collaboration 

The NPA has a strong track record of delivering successful partnerships 
with other levels of government to benefit Vancouver’s long-term social and 
economic prosperity. Examples include:

 � historic social and supportive housing partnerships—over 3,000 new and 
renovated social housing units between 2005 and 2008;

 � unwavering support for Olympic Games, Canada Line, BC Place and new 
Vancouver Trade and Convention Centre;

 � securing over $50 million from the federal government for innovative 
drug addiction, mental illness and crime prevention partnerships with 
Vancouver’s Four Pillars Strategy;

 � multi-million dollar restoration of Stanley Park;

 � successfully securing a commitment to establish the UBC Line as the 
region’s top rapid transit priority after the Evergreen Line;

 � secured $20 million from the Provincial government to improve 
Vancouver’s historic neighbourhoods, like Chinatown and Gastown.

•	partnership to re-establish 
Downtown Vancouver Streetcar;

•	port infrastructure;

•	collaboration to combat gang crime;

•	immigrant settlement.

 

•	Broadway Transit;

•	stable school and child care 
funding;

•	arts, culture and tourism.

•	coordinated economic 
development plan;

•	re-establish regional collective 
bargaining unit;

•	integrated business licensing.

First Nations

•	cooperation on False Creek 
development opportunities in 
association with re-establishment 
of Downtown Streetcar Line;

•	regular meetings with First Nations 
leadership;

•	tourism promotion and economic 
development opportunities.

Suzanne Anton and the NPA team 
will build on a track record of 
success by identifying a reliable 
set of collaborative objectives 
with national, provincial, regional 
and First Nations governments to 
promote economic prosperity.

Small Business Development
Suzanne Anton and the NPA Common Sense Team of candidates recognize 
that small businesses are the largest employment sector in Vancouver and 
the key to prosperous neighbourhoods. To support this critical sector, an 
NPA City Council will:

 � establish Red Tape Commissioner to speed up business license and 
permit delays;

 � establish one-stop business service at City Hall;

 � return annual municipal budget surpluses to property taxpayers;

 � extend the fair tax shift policy for small-businesses beyond its current 
2012 expiry date;

 � support creation of an independent Small-Business Liaison Officer to 
identify sector concerns and opportunities.

These priorities support other fiscal measures being proposed by the 
NPA, including:

 � capping municipal spending to keep taxes down;

 � cutting $1 million in spending on Vision Vancouver pet-projects;

 � pre-zoning land to accelerate housing and business development.
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Accountability and Leadership

After three years, Gregor Robertson’s City Hall has become a top-secret 
fortress. A gag-order has been imposed on city staff. Municipal spending is out 
of control and Vision Vancouver has entered into a secret coalition agreement 
with COPE candidates in exchange for seats on a Council slate.  

In contrast, Suzanne Anton and the NPA Team is introducing an 
“Accountability Accord” to: 

 � open up public access to City Hall;

 � restore Vancouver’s tradition of a non-partisan civil service;

 � ensure more efficient use of tax-dollars.

Suzanne Anton and the NPA Team will also provide leadership to: 

 � fast track supportive housing developments to reduce homelessness;

 � accept responsibility for planning future Stanley Cup celebrations.

Leadership

Homelessness

A shelter bed is not a home. The NPA will work to provide permanent housing 
solutions for homeless people suffering from drug addiction and mental illness. 
The NPA team will:

 � fast track 10 supportive housing sites and 1,100 units originally approved 
by NPA City Council in 2007;

 � initiate a new deal with federal and provincial governments to include: 

•	neighbouring municipalities in solutions to homelessness;

•	build on success of NPA initiated StreettoHome Foundation;

•	follow-up on expiring Canadian Mental Health Association 
pilot-project;

 � rebuild Four Pillars Strategy established by former NPA Mayor, Philip Owen.

Vision Vancouver has only 
completed 388 of 1,500 supportive 
housing units approved by the NPA 
City Council in 2007. 

Only 1/3 of the tenants that have 
accessed these new units are 
homeless (144/388).

Of the 85 social housing buildings 
initiated or completed over the 
last six years, only four can be 
attributed to Gregor Robertson’s 
Vision Vancouver Council.

The 2008 NPA City Council left 
over 40 new buildings. Vision 
Vancouver will leave a new NPA 
City Council virtually none.

FACTS

“ We are going to end 

homelessness in Vancouver.”

— Gregor Robertson, Election Night, 
November 2008

“ Homelessness is an 

increasing problem.”

— City of Vancouver Report, 
October 2011

15701560 15901580 160015751565 15951585 1605

2008 
Homeless in Vancouver

Gregor Robertson 
becomes Mayor

2011 
Homeless in Vancouver

Gregor Robertson seeking 
re-election

There are over 1,600 homeless 

people in Vancouver in 2011—

compared to 1,575 when Vision 

Vancouver was elected in 2008. 

Gregor Robertson promised to 

get to zero homeless people 

by 2015.

Homelessness in Vancouver Up Since 2008
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Accountability and Leadership

Stanley Cup Celebrations

In contrast to Gregor Robertson’s failure as Mayor and Chair of the Vancouver 
Police Board, Suzanne Anton will accept responsibility for future Stanley Cup 
celebrations. As Mayor, she will:

 � ensure all celebration plans are debated and approved by City Council;

 � re-introduce closed circuit cameras downtown for large events;

 � hold daily media briefings with senior officials to answer questions, 
promote regional celebrations and ensure previous lessons have been 
learned;

 � review liquor control regulations with provincial government;

 � work with other Mayors to improve policing for regional events;

 � secure commitments from provincial government and the Vancouver 
Canucks to support future Stanley Cup celebrations;

 � implement recommendations of various 2011 Riot Reviews.

“I didn’t know any details.”

— Gregor Robertson, on security 
planning for Stanley Cup Finals 6/11

“ I could care less frankly about a 

police car going up in flames.”

— Vision Vancouver Councillor 
Geoff Meggs 6/11

“In charge of what?”

— Gregor Robertson, Vancouver City 
Council Sept 2011, after being asked 
who was in charge the night of the 
Stanley Cup Riot

“ Gregor Robertson says he didn’t 

read the report commissioned after 

the 1994 Stanley Cup riots.”

—CKNW, June 2011

“Who’s running the city anyway?”

— Gary Mason, The Globe and Mail, 
June 2011

“  …it was (Gregor Robertson’s) 

responsibility. He should own up 

to it.”

— The Vancouver Sun editorial, 
September 2, 2011

“ The mayor’s incompetent decision 

to invite what became an estimated 

150,000 people to party in the 

streets without taking serious 

interest in how it would be policed 

was itself an act of petty politics.”

—The Province newspaper, July 2011

Mistakes that were made in the planning and execution of the 
Game 7 event:

•	Planning was ad hoc;

•	City Hall over-ruled police concerns about location of big screen 
televisions and street party;

•	The Mayor does not seem to have played any part in the resource or 
financial discussions;

•	A crowd of 155,000, many of whom were drunk, was not beyond 
imagining given earlier games, particularly Game 5;

•	It was not clear who “owned” the event and which agency was 
ultimately accountable for its execution.

“ The City had their own agenda, the City did not listen to the requests 

and experience from Fire, Police and BCAS.”

—survey response from emergency responder in independent riot review

FAILURE TO PROTECT: 
Findings of Independent 
Riot Review:
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Accountability and Leadership

Reaction to Vision 
Vancouver’s Gag-Order 
on City Staff:

“ This is unprecedented and a sad 

day for everyone who covers the 

hall...in their struggle for control, 

they’ve gone too far.”

—Frances Bula, City Hall Watcher

“ …a great step backwards for 

the public. It deeply politicizes 

the bureaucracy… For heaven’s 

sake, you don’t have to filter 

everything through the political 

screen, do you?”

—Jeff Lee, The Vancouver Sun

“ It’s a sad day at Vancouver City 

Hall if Vision Vancouver and its 

hired gun, city manager Penny 

Ballem, have decided to silence 

these public servants…”

—Charlie Smith, Georgia Straight

“It’s ridiculous.”

—Mike Howell, Vancouver Courier

“ Two years into this 

administration and unhappy 

employees continue to bail out 

of city hall… All part, I suspect, 

of Vision’s unprecedented gag 

orders being placed on the 

public service at city hall.”

—Allen Garr, Vancouver Courier

Accountability Accord
The NPA Accountability Accord represents a first step to restoring 
transparency, accountability and a non-partisan civil service back to 
Vancouver City Hall. It is a direct pledge to taxpayers that includes:

Respect for City Employees

Gregor Robertson has imposed an unprecedented gag-order on 
City Hall staff. The first act of an NPA City Council will be to immediately lift it. 
Media, community leaders, business owners and individual taxpayers will be 
able to contact city staff freely to access information and ask questions.  

Non-Partisan Civil Service

Gregor Robertson has destroyed the tradition of a non-partisan civil service 
at City Hall that helped make Vancouver one of the best cities in the world. 
He is responsible for the largest brain drain and decline in staff morale City Hall 
has ever seen. An NPA City Council will restore the principle of a non-partisan 
public service at City Hall. 

Lobbyist Registry

Over the past three years under Vision Vancouver, Gregor Robertson’s donors 
and special interests got their way at City Hall at the expense of individual 
taxpayers and business owners. An NPA City Council will establish a registry 
system for lobbyists at City Hall.

Auditor General

An NPA City Council will be a champion for the creation of an Auditor General 
for BC municipalities. Taxpayers deserve increased accountability from all levels 
of government. They need to be reassured their tax dollars are being respected.

“ Taxpayers have 

the right to know 

how their money 

is being spent.”

— Suzanne Anton, 
NPA Candidate 
for Mayor
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Accountability and Leadership

Mayor and City Councillor’s Spending 

An NPA City Council will freeze the Mayor’s Office budget and salary for three 
years. Unlike Gregor Robertson, Suzanne Anton will not host a lavish $85,000 
inauguration party. 

In addition to freezing the salaries of City Councillors, Suzanne Anton and the 
NPA Team will cut back on their global and national travel. 

Foreign Donations

An NPA City Council will work to enshrine a ban on soliciting and accepting 
foreign municipal campaign donations into The Vancouver Charter. 

Disclosure of Grant Recipients 

An NPA City Council will ensure successful applicants for city grants 
understand their applications will be public in order to receive taxpayer funds.

Access to Information

An NPA City Council will take pressure off the Information office by proactively 
releasing city documents and more detailed expense accounts. 

Fiscal Responsibility

An NPA City Council will cap spending, return budget surpluses to property 
taxpayers and cut over $1 million in wasteful Vision Vancouver pet projects.

NPA Platform 
Consultation Process:
 
Suzanne Anton and NPA City 
Council, School and Park Board 
candidates have been listening to 
residents and business owners for 
the past five months to develop 
this Common Sense Platform. This 
outreach process included:

 � more than 15 neighbourhood 
listening sessions;

 � 6 public neighbourhood 
meetings;

 � 2 telephone town halls;

 � 10 roundatables with business 
leaders and community 
organizations;

 � 100’s of one-on-one 
conversations on doorsteps 
and neighbourhood streets.

Municipal Spending at Vision Vancouver City Hall 
(in hundreds of millions)
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Park Board

NPA Park Board candidates support an ambitious agenda that is focused on 
improving deliverable services to Vancouverites and highlighting parks and 
recreation as a critical element in promoting Vancouver as a healthy city.

NPA Candidate for Mayor Suzanne Anton will support the implementation of a 
Park Board agenda that will:

 � protect the independence of the Park Board;

 � restore funding to community centres;

 � explore creative funding solutions and resources to increase revenue 
generation;

 � improve facilities on False Creek and at Jericho to make Vancouver a 
better destination for water recreation;

 � support a full size Creekside Park at Northeast False Creek;

 � develop an educational working farm to promote food sustainability;

 � wrap park board vehicles with visuals of park attractions;

 � encourage greater inclusion and accessibility of Arts and Cultural activities;

 � review decision to close Mount Pleasant Pool;

 � encourage improved dog park culture through consultation, education and 
enforcement;

 � re-open Hastings Park governance and master plan;

 � enhance traditional role of horticulture in Vancouver parks and public 
spaces;

 � establish bike rental services at some Vancouver parks;

 � support construction of a new Centre for Seniors in South Vancouver.

Casey Crawford
Park Board

Jason Upton
Park Board

Gabby Kalaw
Park Board

Melissa De Genova
Park Board

Dave Pasin
Park Board

“ I am very proud of the strong team of Park Board Candidates running for 

our Commons Sense team. A passion for promoting youth participation in 

soccer and local sports programs got me interested in politics and the Park 

Board in 2002. Our Park Board platform will ensure Vancouver’s network of 

community sport and recreation facilities is enhanced in the years ahead.”

— Suzanne Anton, NPA Candidate for Mayor

John Coupar
Park Board
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School Board

NPA School Board Trustees will deliver integrity, common sense and 
responsible management for families and children in Vancouver. They promote 
our public school system as one of Canada’s best.

Neighbourhoods

An NPA School Board will:

 � embrace “the neighbourhood of learning” concept to integrate programs 
located in adjacent schools, make them available to each community, and 
integrate schools with local libraries, community centres, neighbourhood 
houses, and parks;

 � maximize use of schools to better serve child care, seniors, community 
recreation, fitness and health care;

 � review the VSB’s ability to manage facilities, new construction, and 
develop performance guidelines;

 � support “Walk and Cycle to Schools” programming.

Prosperity

NPA School Board Trustees will be proactive to address challenges facing our 
academic system. Priorities include:

 � work with ministry of Education to co-govern education in Vancouver and 
coordinate construction of facilities with population growth;

 � provide experience in regional development of schools based on NPA’s 
success in establishing a new elementary school and new high school at 
UBC;

 � review land holdings in areas where student populations and family 
developments are increasing (Olympic Village, Fraser Lands,  Coal 
Harbour) to leverage assets for new schools based on NPA “no-cost” 
Education Centre model;

 � use amenity contributions to help preserve heritage schools while 
accepting student safety is number one.

Accountability 

An NPA School Board will support advocacy for improvement—not political 
posturing with other governments. We will:

 � make decisions in a transparent process based on research, analysis and 
public input:

 � put to good use our experience and professional qualifications to manage 
and govern the VSB;

 � support ongoing assessment of student needs;

 � lead oversight of school safety issues—including physical safety of 
students, bullying, mental illness and staff. 

“ The current Board of Trustees 

has not demonstrated they have 

the management capacity to 

effectively govern the VSB or fulfill 

all of their accountabilities and 

duties of the Act.”

— BC’s Comptroller General, 
independent review of Vision 
Vancouver’s School Board

Fraser Ballantyne
School Board

Ken Denike
School Board

Stacy Robertson
School Board

Sophia Woo
School Board

Sandy Sharma
School Board
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NPA will: VISION record:
FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY

• Introduce a municipal spending cap;

• Cut more than $1 million in Vision Vancouver spending 
for pet-projects;

• Improve tax fairness for small businesses;

• Support Auditor General for BC municipalities.

• Increased annual municipal spending by $135 million;

• Raised property taxes by 15%;

• Wasted over $3 million on image consultants, office 
renovations, international travel and severance 
payments to departing staff;

• Over $500,000 to service and police Vancouver Art 
Gallery Tent City.

ECONOMY ECONOMY

• Return annual surpluses at City Hall to property 
taxpayers;

• Focus on traditional job creating sectors — particularly 
Asia/Pacific Trade, culture and education;

• Establish partnerships with senior levels of government 
for immigration settlement, Downtown Streetcar, tourism 
and university research;

• Create Small Business Liaison Officer to address 
challenges facing neighbourhood job creators.

• Focused 100% of their time on 3% of the economy 
with green pet-projects;

• Opposed re-establishment of the Downtown Vancouver 
Streetcar;

• Politicized public school system;

• Robertson’s Riot cost millions and put businesses at-risk;

• Downtown separated bike lane trials cost business 
$2.4 million.

HOUSING and AFFORDABILITY HOUSING and AFFORDABILITY

• Appoint a Red Tape Commissioner to reduce housing 
permit delays, increase supply and cut costs;

• Increase supply of pre-zoned land along transit to 
simplify development approval process;

• Establish predictable development charges and 
one-stop service at City Hall; 

• Accelerate seniors housing partnerships.

• Vancouver is less affordable now more than ever;

• Ongoing property tax and fee increases;

• Record red tape delays that increase the cost of 
housing, choke supply and kill jobs;

•	“ We have not produced a solution to the housing 
crisis…” — Councillor Geoff Meggs, July 2011.

HOMELESSNESS HOMELESSNESS

• Fast-track 1,100 delayed units of supportive housing on 
10 sites approved by the NPA in 2007;

• Secure new deal with Federal and Provincial 
governments to address challenges on the downtown 
Eastside;

• Actively seek regional solutions to homelessness;

• Rebuild Four Pillars Strategy.

• An increase in homelessness from 1,575 in 2008 to 
more than 1,600 in 2011;

• Only followed through on 4 of 14 supportive housing sites;

• Red tape delays increase cost of new supportive 
housing;

• Abandoned Four Pillars Strategy.

ACCOUNTABILITY ACCOUNTABILITY

• Restore non-partisan civil service and improve 
staff morale;

• Lift Vision Vancouver’s gag-order on City Hall staff;

• Increase availability of city documents to the public;

• Freeze Mayor’s office budget.

• Imposed a gag-order on city staff;

• Refused to release information regarding how millions of 
dollars of grants have been allocated at City Hall;

• Led the largest brain drain out of City Hall in Vancouver 
history— over 150 years of experience and more than 
one million tax dollars in severance payments.

The NPA Difference: Leadership and Common Sense
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GET IN TOUCH

Suzanne Anton, 
For Mayor

George Affleck Elizabeth Ball Sean Bickerton Joe Carangi

Mike Klassen Jason Lamarche Francis WongBill McCreery Bill Yuen

CITY COUNCIL

PARK BOARD

Casey Crawford Jason UptonGabby KalawMelissa De Genova Dave Pasin

SCHOOL BOARD

Fraser Ballantyne Ken Denike Stacy Robertson Sophia WooSandy Sharma

Ken Charko

John Coupar





www.npavancouver.ca


