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Primer for mayoral and council candidates in lead-up 

to October 15 civic election in 2022 

CityHallWatch.ca (Sept. 26 version) 

Preamble (added): This list contains over 100 topics that 

mayor and council deal with over time, but more than any 

other topic, the fate of the seriously flawed Vancouver 

Plan and Broadway Plan will determine nearly every 

aspect of Vancouver’s future. All parties except one intend 

to implement those plans if elected. And if David Eby 

becomes premier of B.C., he intends to eliminate public 

hearings on rezonings in Vancouver, basically cutting the 

public out of decision making. The result will be demolition, 

displacement, renoviction, construction disruptions and 

massive climate impacts on thousands of city blocks. Only 

Team for a Livable Vancouver has committed to revoke 

both plans and have a fresh, neighbourhood-based review. 

Refer to this article for analysis of each party’s stance: 

“2022 civic election will determine if the Broadway Plan 

and Vancouver Plan become the future of this city” (link). 

Below is a list of Vancouver civic topics put together 

by an avid citizen. Each has a major back story and 

relates to municipal governance, our City Hall. It is not 

a comprehensive list, but could be used as a checklist 

for mayoral and council candidates to scan and brush 

up in preparation for meeting voters in the lead-up to 

the election on October 15, 2022. Or it could be used 

by voters to organize their thoughts. People who 

follow the news and civic affairs will probably discover 

that just reading a line will trigger thoughts and 

memories about stories and issues of the past four 

years of the outgoing city council (2018-2022).  

Below are over 100 points that could be a list of 

topics/concerns to pick from for discussion and 

probing candidates’ knowledge and intentions. Where 

do candidates stand on these things? Any of them 

could be turned into questions for candidates. The list 

finishes off with six samples questions on governance, 

planning and development. 

 

1. SERVICES AND INFRASTRUCURE: 
a) Property taxes 

- 23% increase over the past 4 years 
- Possible 8-10% next year being floated 
- Evaluation of value/satisfaction for money 
- Other fees and revenues 

b) Capital plan 
- Priorities 

- Services matching density?/Waivers of DCCs 
- Sources and use of CACs 

c) Services 

- Garbage/recycling 
- Traffic 
- Transportation/bikes 
- Fire/ambulance 
- Call centres/311/police 
- Weeds/trees/lawns 
- Police/crime/safety 
- Changes to Police Act? 
- Traffic and engineering always deferred from 

major rezonings? 
- Park Board funding 
- City Hall management and staffing 

d) Regional and environmental 
- Metro structure and long-term planning 
- Housing stats 
- Regional employment distribution 
- Regional planning and services 
- City Environmental plan and relevance to 

current reality? 
- Parking permit fees 
- Road pricing 
- Oil law suit 
- Building permit and energy 
- Use proposals and changes 
- Costs and objectives 

e) Reconciliation 
f) General 

- Affordability 
- Empty homes tax 
- Airbnb 
- Volume of student visas? 
- Tourism management (i.e., Europe) 
- Follow up of stipulated rental rates and 

property values after density bonuses 
g) Other 

- Intergovernmental relations 
- Transit funding 
- Housing funding 
- Port of Vancouver 
- Municipal election reform 
- Municipal Act amendments 
- Regional transit and traffic Issues 
- UBCx (proposed subway extension from 

Arbutus to UBC) 
- Arthur Laing Bridge 
- Third crossing of Burrard Inlet 
- Transit funding 
- Bus additions 
- Senakw (Kitsilano) servicing agreement 

 
2. PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

https://cityhallwatch.wordpress.com/2022/08/14/2022-election-crucial-on-broadway-plan-vancouver-plan-future/
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a) City director of planning/planning department 
- Who should be a planner (local hires?) 
- Other revised Director role working? 

Successful? Changes? 
- Staffing/costs (developer pays?) 

b) Housing data accuracy 
- 30 year needs 
- Existing zoning 
- Follow up after proposals 
- Staff letter real needs 
- Density needs/implications 

c) Public hearings 
- Public engagement 
- Fair and accurate staff reports 
- Public is unable to ask staff questions 
- Comment process (3 mins?) 
- Notices (fair/accurate?) 
- Staff reports - complexity 
- Council follow up report on terms and 

conditions? Do revised terms require another 
public hearing? 

d) Planning 
- Broadway Plan 
- Community plans: Why were existing 

community plans ignored? 
- Vancouver Plan: Was it fairly presented and 

understood? 
- Are spot rezonings acceptable/justified? 
- Is selling density for community amenity 

contributions (CACs) acceptable? 
- Calculation and uses of CACs 
- Should CACs be used in the neighborhood 

that gets the density? 
- Are development cost charge (DCC) waivers 

for rentals affordable? 
- Does this just force up land values? 
- Why are sunlight/shadow impact assessments 

only at 10 am / 10 pm? 
- Does Metro Vancouver planning matter? 
- How does the City cross-check to ensure it is 

not being taken advantage of in density 
bonuses? 

e) Housing affordability 
- Why do supply increases not equate to better 

(real) affordability? 
- How are rental rates set for bonus and rezoned 

rentals with DCC waivers? 

- allowed to increase on vacancy? 
- allowed to increase after approval? 
- before completion? 

- Are student visas, work visas and various 
forms of immigration at these levels 
sustainable? 

f) Quality of life/general cost affordability 

- 15 minute cycling, walking, working services 
and recreation within neighborhoods? 

- Meeting places and live entertainment options 
- Are building permits and operating permits 

needs-responsive and workable? 
- Safety and cleanliness priorities 
- City's internal energy efficiencies (power and 

fuels) 
g) Other 

- Senakw servicing agreement 
- David Eby's proposal to limit public hearings 
- False Creek South leases 

 
 
 
 
SOME QUESTIONS FOR CANDIDATES 
 
1. GOVERNANCE 
a) Given the recent history of cost and tax 
increases, is the solution to continue to tax and spend, 
trim City operations to services and safety, or focus 
City operations to be more efficient and have 
development pay larger and fairer share of costs and 
growth? 
b) Between Metro Vancouver regional plans and 
a broad range of City staff reports and projections on 
the number of housing units required, is it not critical 
to have one agreed calculation? And how would you 
support such conclusions? 
c) With the focus on housing affordability do you 
agree that increasing supply is the answer, despite 
City policies increasing the cost of land and allowing 
subsidized rentals to charge unaffordable rents with 
no mechanism of control or follow-up? 
 
2. PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
a) Do you believe the current city Planning 
Department structure is fair, accurately reflects 
community plans and the views of residents, and 
delivers justifiable returns to the City for all the density 
being created?  
b) Do you think that the City's Capital Plan 
accurately reflects the costs to service all this growth 
and density with the amount of development cost levy 
(DCL) waivers and the continued undervaluing of the 
community amenity contribution (CAC) selling of 
density program?  
c) Do you approve the process of ignoring 
existing community plans in the Broadway Plan, 
Vancouver Plan and all spot rezonings?  
d) What would you do to improve the Public 
Hearing process so that residents’ views are 
accurately reflected and staff reports are timely 
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delivered and the public has the opportunity for 
rebuttals? Or are you afraid of public hearings and 
support prospective B.C. premier David Eby's 
proposals to eliminate them in Vancouver? If you 
consider Public Hearings to be unnecessary at worst 
and an impediment at best, what would you substitute 
for them as a means of gaining public opinion 
(assuming public opinion is valuable or desired)? 
e) Assuming neighbourhoods to be an important 
part of the city, what mechanism or structure would 
you propose to better involve the citizens of 
neighbourhoods in the planning of the city? 
f) What mechanism is in place or proposed to 
monitor the administration and outcomes of the 
various elements in some policies or programs? How 
do you quantify success or failure? 


